Ilia Curto Pelle

PhD Student, Princeton University
Fondovi Zhilishta 211 A, entr. G, ap. 77, Sofia 1233, Bulgaria, tel. (359) 878 898712,
e-mail: ilia@curtopelle.com; web: http://curtopelle.com

EDUCATION:
2024 -

2022 - 2024

2018 - 2022

Princeton University: Ph.D. in History
e  Proposed PhD topic: “Merchant Identity in the Eastern Mediterranean between the 5t and 10t
Centuries.” Supervisor: Teresa Shawcross

University of Oxford: MPhil in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies, graduated with distinction

e Master thesis on “13th-century Byzantine Coin Imitations.” Supervisors: Julien Baker and Ida Toth

e Independent project on “Trading Goods in Justinianic Law: A Goods-driven Approach to Monetary
Policy.” Supervisor: Mike Humphreys

e Independent project on “An Eternal Home away from Home: The Epigraphy of Migrant and Itinerant
Merchants in the Early Byzantine Period (5th-7th c.).” Supervisor: Ida Toth

e Independent project on “A Conceptual Model for Black Sea Trade in the 7th-10th Centuries.” Supervisor:
Julien Baker

Princeton University: A.B. in Classics | Ancient History concentration. Certificates in Hellenic Studies,

Medieval Studies and History and Practice of Diplomacy, 3.98/4.00 GPA, graduated with highest honors

e  Senior thesis on “The Transformation of the Balkan Aristocracy between the 3™ and 7t centuries.
Supervisors: Daniela Mairhofer and John Haldon

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

2020 -

2024

2022 - 2024

2022 - 2023

2018 - 2022

Framing the Late Antique and early Medieval Economy (FLAME) Project. Princeton University, USA. Project

Manager and Member of executive committee

e  Oversees weekly meetings of steering committee, including agenda, action items, and project
implementation

e  Manages team of volunteers, undergraduate, and graduate students inputting coin finds from
strategically important regions

e Collaborates in preparation of funding applications, publications, and communications with international
partners, supporting organizations, and funding bodies

Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection. Washington, DC, USA. Summer Fellow

e  Researched, analyzed, prepared for publication publication a coin hoard containing 792 Byzantine,
Bulgarian, and Latin imitative coins from the late 12t and early 13t centuries in the Dumbarton Oaks
coin cabinet.

Research Assistance Support Team. Said Business School, University of Oxford, UK. Administrator.
e  Management and administration of the Research Assistance Support Team

e Processing and allocation of RA requests from faculty to team members

e  Storage and organization of RAST-related documentation and feedback

Dr. Michael Maas, Rice University, Houston, TX, USA. Research Assistant.
e Reading, checking, and editing of footnotes
e  Verification of citations from primary and secondary sources, including translations in Greek and Latin

Princeton University Numismatic Collection. Princeton University, USA. Cataloger.

e Cataloged coins within the online database of the Numismatic Collection’s, reviewed other student’s finds to ensure
consistency across the Roman, Seleucid, and Byzantine collection.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

Fall 2026

Teaching Assistant, HIS 205: The Byzantine Empire, Princeton University
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Summer 2026 Tutor, Ancient Greek, private practice

Summer 2025 Guest lecturer, 12th Summer School in Classical Languages, Kyustendil, Bulgaria
Spring 2023 Tutor, Classical Latin, private practice

Spring 2019 Guest lecturer, 6" Summer School in Classical Languages, Tryavna, Bulgaria
PUBLICATIONS AND AWARDS:

Articles

Pyzyk, Mark, llia Curto Pelle, Alan Stahl, and Lee Mordechai. “Linked open data — solution or complication?” International
Journal of Digital Humanities (2026): https://rdcu.be/xzC1mifC8Aja.

Curto Pelle, Ilia. ““The Coinage and Money in the Latin Empire of Constantinople” Revisited: What is a Coin in the Early
13th-Century Balkans and Anatolia?” In Coins and Money in the Middle Ages: Studies in Honor of Alan Stahl (Numismatic
Studies 50), edited by Merle Eisenberg, Lee Mordechai, and David Yoon. American Numismatic Society, 2026.
Mordechai, Lee, Alan Stahl, Mark Pyzyk, and llia Curto Pelle. “Systematic bias in humanities datasets: ancient and medieval
coin finds in  the FLAME project.” Digital ~ Humanities Quarterly 19, no. 1 (2025):
https://dhg.digitalhumanities.org/vol/19/1/000770/000770.html

Curto Pelle, llia. “ByzRev 06.2024.064: Zhenya Zhekova — Stela Doncheva, Production of Imitative Byzantine Folles in the
First Bulgarian Kingdom.: Veliko Tarnovo: Faber 2022.” The Byzantine Review 6 (2024): 427-442.
https://doi.org/10.17879/byzrev-2024-5887

Curto Pelle, llia. “The Araxa Honorary Decree for Orthagoras: Dating and Historical Context.” The Macksey Journal 2, no.
1 (September 2021). https://bit.ly/2Ya7nwq.

Curto Pelle, llia. “The transformation of Mard 6 Mard from a Persian tradition to a literary topos.” Helicon: The Yale

Undergraduate Journal of Classics (Spring 2022): 36-48. http://bit.ly/3NjgHOG.

Presentations
August 2026

August 2026

July 2024
June 2024
July 2023

May 2023
February 2023
September 2022
January 2022
Awards

2026

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

25t% International Congress of Byzantine Studies. Vienna, Austria. “Coinage Circulation in the Empire of
Epiros-Thessaloniki (1204-1261).”

25t International Congress of Byzantine Studies. Vienna, Austria. “The Phenomenon of Imitative Byzantine
Coinages in the Aftermath of the Fourth Crusade: Continuity and Changes in Monetary Use in the 12th—
13th Century Balkans”

2024 International Medieval Congress. Leeds, UK: “The impact of “Slavic invasions” on coin circulation in
the Northern Balkans

XX Congresso Internazionale di Archeologia Classica, Paris, France: “The FLAME Project: Using Digital Tools
Study Coin Use in Lived Spaces.”

2023 International Medieval Congress. Leeds, UK: “The Byzantine Oikoumene: A Medieval International
Society?”

58th International Congress on Medieval Studies. Kalamazoo, Ml, USA: “Challenges and Perspectives for
Studying the Circulation of Sassanian Coinage.”

98th Annual Meeting of the Medieval Academy of America. Washington, DC, USA: “The Byzantine
Oikoumene: A Medieval International Society?”

XVI International Numismatic Congress. University of Warsaw, Warsaw, Poland: “The impact of "Slavic
invasions” on coin circulation in the Northern Balkans.”

Small Change: New Perspectives on Early Medieval Money. Cambridge University, Cambridge, UK: “The
FLAME Project: a Digital Perspective on Early Medieval Coinage.”

Pass with Distinction, General Examinations, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, USA

Magic Grant for Innovation, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, USA

CSLA Graduate Award, Center for the Study of Late Antiquity, Princeton, NJ, USA

Seeger Graduate Award, Seeger Center for Hellenic Studies, Princeton, NJ, USA

Best Performance in Cohort Prize 2023-24, Faculty of History, University of Oxford, Oxford, UK

Oxford Centre for Byzantine Research (OCBR) Graduate Prize for best master’s thesis in Late Antique and
Byzantine Studies, University of Oxford, Oxford, UK

Summer Fellow in Byzantine Studies, Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Washington DC, USA
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2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2020

Wakeham Humanities Scholarship, St. Catherine’s College, University of Oxford, Oxford, UK

Membership of Phi Beta Kappa (®BK) honor society, Phi Beta Kappa, Princeton chapter, Princeton, NJ, USA
John J. Keaney Prize for best senior thesis, Classics Department, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, USA
Judith Laffan Memorial Prize, Department of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, USA
Seeger Center for Hellenic Studies Senior Thesis Prize, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, USA

2019-2020 Shapiro Prize for Academic Excellence, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, USA

RELEVANT SKILLS:

Languages
Bulgarian
English

Italian

Russian
German

Latin

Ancient Greek
Biblical Hebrew
French

Church Slavonic
Syriac

Middle Persian
Ge'ez

Arabic

Coptic

native fluency

C2, Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE), 221/230; IELTS, Band 8

native fluency

native fluency

C1, Goethe-Zertifikat C1, 79.5/100

academic-level (five years in high school); SAT Latin, 800/800; CLA 232 (Introduction to Medieval Latin)
academic-level (four years in high school); CLA 105 (Socrates); CLG 410 (Greek Palaeography)
academic-level (one year intensive), Polis Institute Courses in Biblical Hebrew (BH 1-BH V)

B2, (five years in high school)

academic-level (three years in high school); SLA 422 (Church Slavonic and History of Slavic)
academic-level, NES 512 (Intermediate Syriac)

academic-level (Introduction to Middle Persian)

intermediate, CLA 410 (Introductory Classical Ethiopic)

intermediate, NES 502 (An Introduction to the Islamic Scholarly Tradition); NES 508 (Cairo Geniza Documents)
intermediate, REL 555 (Introduction to Coptic Language and Literature); REL 557 (Reading Coptic Texts)

Digital qualifications

Frequent user of Microsoft Office Packet (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access). Proficiency with Zotero digital libraries. Proficiency
with Project management software (Gantt Charts, Microsoft Teams, Teamseer). Intermediate work with LLMs and generative Ais
(Claude, ChatGPT, Copilot)

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP:

2025-
2021 -
2021 -

Union of Bulgarian Scientists, member
American Numismatic Society, member
Medieval Academy of America, member
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